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International Summer School of Ancient Drama 
 

Overview 
 Epidaurus Lyceum is an international summer school of ancient drama, an 

international centre of ancient drama studies and practice, located at the area of ancient 

Epidaurus, operating annually during the Athens & Epidaurus Festival and aiming at the 

participation of students from Theatre Academies, Drama Schools, Performing Arts' 

Universities, as well as young actors around the world. Epidaurus Lyceum is implemented as a 

project of the Athens & Epidaurus Festival in collaboration with the Department of Theatre 

Studies, Faculty of Fine Arts, of the University of the Peloponnese. 

 Its main focus lies on research on ancient drama (tragedy, comedy, satyric drama) on 

a practical / experiential level, combining a wide range of approaches, from the most 

traditional to the most experimental aesthetic tendencies, artistic schools, methods, and 

interpretations. At the end of every season there will be a presentation of the accomplishments 

achieved during its research and learning program, shown on special public events that will 

form part of the Epidaurus Festival artistic program. More specifically, the Epidaurus Lyceum 

will offer modules, masterclasses, educational visits and other activities that will take place at 

various venues around the Epidaurus area, such as ancient theatres, archaeological sites, open 

air spaces, school facilities that fit the purposes of the Lyceum, in collaboration with the 

respective administration bodies. 

https://mail.greekfestival.gr/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.greekfestival.gr
http://ts.uop.gr/
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EDUCATIONAL GOALS / LEERNING OUTCOMES  
 A meeting place for actors, playwrights, directors, musicians, choreographers, artists, 

as well as theatrologists, anthropologists, musicologists, the Epidaurus Lyceum aims at 

crafting a space where tradition and innovation, ancient and modern civilization will share a 

creative coexistence, fueled by two equally important factors, ancient drama and the actor. 

 On an educational point of view, the Epidaurus Lyceum’s courses will focus on 

applied research and the teaching of acting techniques, rather than on “informing” students of 

the long list of directorial approaches to ancient drama. To that end, the curriculum consists of 

courses providing experiential learning and carving a space for research on specific 

expressive techniques and tools of stage presence. Visiting teachers are chosen based on this 

ability. 

 Therefore, the learning outcomes the Lyceum strives to achieve are: 

1) Providing young actors with extra abilities, technique knowledge and acting tools to 

match with a varied spectrum of directorial perspectives on ancient drama. 

2) Facilitating coexistence between teachers and actors from different cultural 

backgrounds, through the process of intercultural communication. 

3) Acquainting young artists with Ancient and Modern Greek civilization.   

   

TARGET GROUP 
 The Epidaurus Lyceum is addressed to: 

1) Students of Theatre Academies, Drama Schools, Performing Arts and Theatre Studies 

Universities with direction on theatre practice, at an undergraduate or postgraduate 

level, from around the world. 

2) Young artists up to 32 years old from around the world. 

 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
Maximum 150 students per year / 15-20 students per workshop. 
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CANDIDATES' SELECTION 
 Students will be selected by the Lyceum’s Academic Committee, in cooperation with 

an international network of collaborating drama schools, universities and art institutions. 

Young actors will be also selected by the Lyceum’s Academic Committee. The specifics will 

be announced at the time of the open call (interview, CV, show reel). 

 

ACADEMIC FIELDS 
Ancient drama, acting, theatre anthropology. 

 

LOCATION 
 Selected open air spaces, in close proximity to the natural environment of Epidaurus 

area, so as to liberate the teaching process from indoors course practice, enhancing 

educational benefits and students’ experience. 

 

ACCOMODATION 
 For the didactic and accommodation needs of the Lyceum of Epidaurus, it is being 

constructed an ecologically designed camp at a 25,000 m
2
 space, 1,5 km off the 

archaeological site of Ancient Epidaurus, by special allocation of Epidaurus Municipality, 

that is intended to host students, teachers and visitors of the Lyceum. 

 Additionally to this infrastructure, it is foreseen the teachers to be hosted in selected 

hotels of the region. Students can also select to be hosted to families and houses in the village 

of Lygourio, reviving an old tradition of the first years of the Epidaurus Festival in the ‘50s, 

when actors and directors were being hosted by the villagers, offering in this way a long 

cultural heritage to the whole rural area. The Lygourio villagers are once more willing to open 

up their homes to the cosmopolitan world of theatre. 

 

 
 

TEACHING FACILITIES 
Specially arranged plots inside the space intended to host the natural environment of the 

residence camp, as well as school yards, church yards, other venues in the nearby area around 

the Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus.  

 Some courses will frequently take place at archaeological sites. For educational 

purposes the local branch of the Archaeology Ephorate of the Ministry of Culture has granted 

the Lyceum the use of 

- The Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus 
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- The Ancient Stadium at the Sanctuary of Asclepios 

- The Little Theatre of Ancient Epidaurus 

The Little Theatre of Ancient Epidaurus is one of Lyceum’s main venues for workshops, 

seminars, performances. 

 

 
 

TIME OF THE YEAR 
 The Epidaurus Lyceum is scheduled to start at the same time as the Athens & 

Epidaurus Festival, with the explicit goal for both institutions to become supplementary to 

one another, enabling them to share experiences (attending performances, meeting with 

theatre groups, lectures, attending rehearsals etc.)  

 

DURATION 
15 days – 170 hours  

 for 2017: 4-19 July 2017 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 Certificates will be given to all the participants who fulfilled all the requirements of 

the program. Accreditation will be provided by the University of Peloponnese with 6 ECTS 

credits. Learning agreements with sending institutions can be made with the University for 

the transfer of the ECTS credits, according to the European Credit Transfer System. In 

different cases, students should check whether their home institutions accept the ECTS credits 

transfer. 

 Quality of studies will be accredited by the Quality Assurance Unit of the University 

of Peloponnese (MODIP). 

 

WORKING LANGUAGE 
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Working language in the courses will be English. The will be optional interpretation in 

English from the teachers’ language, if the need arises. 

Courses on Greek phonetics focusing on Greek culture, language and continuity might be 

held in Greek, with the assistance of an interpreter.  

 

FEES / PARTICIPATION COSTS 

 Varying fees, based on per capita income of country of origin
1
, in accordance with 

best international practice. Provision for allowance for special cases, all-inclusive grants for 

low income students, the unemployed etc., as well as for early registration. 

Participation costs include: educational activities, accommodation, food, visits, attending 

Festival performances and other artistic events. 

The cost of the fees will be announced on February 2017. 

 

REGISTRATION 
Details on curriculum, teaching staff, activities, information on accommodation, fees will be 

announced on February 2017 on Lyceum’s webpage. Registration begins in February 2017 

(e-registration only). Participation confirmation in May 2017 after selection process is 

completed by the Academic Committee. 

 

TEACHING STAFF 
 Core and supplementary workshops will be taught by Visiting Professors – acclaimed 

teachers of acting technique, artists collaborating with the Athens & Epidaurus Festival, 

teachers from collaborating Greek and foreign institutions and schools. 

 

 THEMES 
 Each year a key theme will drive the curriculum of 

studies, to coincide with the key theme of the Epidaurus 

Festival. This year’s chosen underlying theme is “The 

arrival of the Outsider”, which will apply to all theatre 

performances and events held at the two Epidaurus theatres 

as well as the Lyceum seminars. Inspired by the ancient 

texts themselves, this key theme is relevant to the dilemmas 

Europe faces today amidst the waves of global upheaval.  

    

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
 The curriculum of Epidaurus Lyceum is consisted of 170 hours in total of practice 

and theory, including educational/cultural activities. 

Students are to select one of four Directions (Modules), which comprise: 

                                                           
1
 Countries will be divided in groups of 4-5, according to Unesco scales . 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002345/234540e.pdf#page=9 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002345/234540e.pdf#page=9
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1) One core workshops of 75 hours in total selected among the 8-10 core workshops 

offered  

2) Supplementary elective workshops of lesser duration. 

The studies program will also be enriched by masterclasses, lectures, walks and other 

activities (occasionally together with members of the local community and the public). 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
 International cooperation is fundamental for achieving high quality both of studies 

and human resources; it is also central to the principles guiding the Lyceum. Our basic aim is 

to create partnerships with theatre academies, drama schools, performing arts and theatre 

studies universities with theatrical practice direction, to exchange knowledge and experience 

on modern educational methods, dramaturgy, acting and directing. Cooperating with major 

institutions and universities from around the world will also help establish a forum on modern 

research and performance of ancient drama. International cooperation is also a vehicle for 

future scholarships and funding of studies. 

 

IDENTITY 
 The Epidaurus Lyceum is project of the Athens & Epidaurus Festival (Artistic 

Director: Vangelis Theodoropoulos) in cooperation with the Theatre Studies Department, 

Faculty of Arts, The University of the Peloponnese (located in Nafplio, Dean: Prof. Vasso 

Barboussi). 

With the support of: 

o Community of Epidaurus 

o the Region of Peloponnese 

o the 4th Ephorate of Preistoric and Classic Antiquities (Nafplio). 

 
COMMUNICATION 
Athens & Epidaurus Festival Artistic Director: Vagelis Theodoropoulos  

 

Responsible of Lyceum of Epidaurus 

Georgina Kakoudaki 

Consultant of Educational Programs 

Athens & Epidaurus Festival 

geokakoudaki@gmail.com 

tel: 0030 6977913140 

 

Responsible for academic issues 

Dr. Christina Zoniou 

Member of the Specialised Teaching Staff  

Department of Theatre Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of the Peloponnese 

czoniou@hotmail.com 

tel. 0030 6972887744 

 
 

mailto:geokakoudaki@gmail.com

